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God Needs You 

Some Pastoral Reflections 
 
We all need to be needed. We all need to know that we matter to 
someone. And the greatest news that we can possess and that we can 
share with those who are around us, is that we matter to God; that we are 
needed by God. 
 
What does that mean? 
 
The God who created the universe; who created at least 200 billion, billion 
stars and the countless galaxies; the almighty and eternal God needs you. 
I’m not talking about the person on your right or left, in front or behind you. 
Not just the person who serves on the Vestry or who has the initials Rev. 
before his or her name. Not just the person who teaches Sunday School 
or sings in the choir. I mean  YOU. God needs you. 
 
In one sense, of course, God doesn’t need anything. God is God. But God 
has chosen to work in certain ways that make you and me absolutely 
critical to God’s plans. As someone has said, “Without God, we can’t. 
Without us, God won’t.” 

 
As we read the Bible we see that God needed: Moses with his stammering 
tongue; Jonah with his misguided conservatism and shortsighted 
understanding of God’s grace and love; Isaiah overwhelmed by his 
unworthiness and fear of failure; Elijah who was manic-depressive at times 
and almost paralyzed with self-doubt and uncertainty; Paul whose physical 
handicap was constantly crippling him; Peter -- fearful, quick tongued, 
quick tempered and impetuous Peter; the widow with the mite who 
realized that although she didn’t have much, out of gratitude for what she 
had she gave to God; the unnamed men and women in the second and 
fourth chapters of the Book of Acts who freely and gratefully provided 
financial resources to care for the needs and the ministries of the church. 
 
God needed them all. In their weakness, God gave them strength. In their 
uncertainty, God gave them courage and vision; in their fears, God gave 
them hope. In their stepping out in faith, God gave them security and an 
awareness of God’s sustaining presence.  For you see: “It is not by might 
or by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord” (Zechariah 4:6) 
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God Needs You continued 
 
What does God need from you and me? First of all, God wants YOU before he 
wants YOURS. As someone has said, “If one first gives himself/herself to the 
Lord, all other giving is easy.” (John S. Bonnell). But God also wants yours – 
your gifts and talents, your resources and priorities. 
 
The Scriptures tell us that everything we have and everything we are is 
entrusted to us by God. This includes our abilities; each precious moment of 
every day, every week, every month, every year given to you and me; our 
material and financial resources; our relationships with loved ones and friends; 
the gift of God’s new life in Jesus Christ -- in other words, your life. All this is 
entrusted to you by God. And you are called to be God’s steward. A steward is 
one who uses the things entrusted to him or her wisely and faithfully. 
 
Stewardship has to do with the whole of life -- our use of time, our money, our 
body and mind; our talents and gifts. Stewardship is a recognition that life itself 
is a gift and that we honor God and experience our own highest fulfillment only 
when we share that gift, our lives with God’s people and the rest of creation. 
 
We too are called to be faithful stewards. Faithfulness does not depend on 
what we do not have, or can’t do. Faithfulness depends on what we do with 
what we have. And it is faithfulness that counts with God. 
 
Homer and Emmy Lou were sitting on the front porch swing. Now, Homer was 
very much in love with his beautiful Emmy Lou. However, he was shy and 
often had difficulty mustering up the courage to express his love. Aware of his 
inability, he tried to express his affection with flowery words: “Emmy Lou, if I 
had a thousand eyes, they would all be looking at you.” “Emmy Lou, if I had a 
thousand arms, they would all be hugging you.” “Emmy Lou, if I had a 
thousand lips, they would all be kissing you.” 
 
Emmy Lou looked at Homer and replies, “Homer, stop complaining about what 
you don’t have and start using what you do have.” 
 
Can you imagine what All Saints Episcopal Church would be like if each of us 
really used our gifts, talents and resources (physical and financial) as real 
stewards? 
 
God calls us. God calls YOU. If you are a growing maturing follower of Jesus 
Christ you should be asking – where can I serve? What can I be doing to build 
up the church and be faithful to my call to follow Christ? God calls us to serve 
Christ by using the resources we have, and by embracing the opportunities for 
service that God brings our way. This is what is meant by the text from 1 Peter 
that says: “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 
another with whatever gift each of you has received.” Why? He says at the 
end of verse 11-- “...so that God may be glorified in all things...” (4:10, 11). We 
all have gifts or talents or experiences and resources that God wants us to use 
for his glory. They may differ in kinds, in number, and degrees. But whatever 
they are, we have the privilege and responsibility to recognize them and 
accept them as gifts which God has entrusted to us to be used for him and the 
advancement of the Kingdom of God. What a privilege and what an 
opportunity! 
 
Father Jeff+ 
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 2017 BUDGET BOX 
  
  September YTD YTD 2017 
 INCOME 2017 Actual Budget Budget 
  
 Pledge Payments 4106.00 54,724.75 57,272.25 76,363.00
       
 Non-Pledge Payments 913.00 8,358.00 2,700.00 3,600.00 
       
 Plate Offerings 20.00 469.00 1,125.00 1,500.00 
     
 All Other   819.04 3,412.22 2,212.50 2,950.00 
        Total Income 6,031.014 66,911.47 63,309.75 84,413.00
  
 EXPENSES 
 
 Salaries, Benefits, Taxes 3,591.08 30,301.74 40,350.00 53,800.00 
      
 Utilities, Office 1,284.65 10,074.66 7,603.50 10,138.00 
      
 Property Ins. & Maintenance (102.06) 4,847.86 3,862.50 5,150.00 
      
 Work Outside Congregation 934.75 10,805.96 9,937.50 13,250.00 
      
 All Other       142.00 499.15 1,566.25 2,075.00 
 
 Total Expenses 5832.42 56,529.37 63,309.75  84,413.00 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 Stewardship Campaign Starts in November 
 
 It is time to start thinking about our Church 2018 budget.  
The Stewardship Committee has started its work and it is time for 
you to take the first steps too:  please begin the process of 
prayerfully considering your resources and the Church’s needs.  As 
we continue through a time of transition, our financial needs remain 
constant.  Watch for correspondence from Father Jeff and the 
Stewardship Committee about your pledge for 2018, and please 
respond with a pledge by early December. 
 
 If you would be willing to help, please contact Lorraine 
Wilson at (253) 573-0196 or lorrainejd@aol.com.  As committees go, 
the Stewardship Committee’s work is extremely seasonal, by early 
December we are finished up, so if you have some time to help, 
please do. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Lorraine Wilson 
Stewardship Committee Chair 
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       4 Tim Larson 
     5 Charla Conner 
   10 Takako Phillips 
   16 Sally Favors 
   24 Nina Everett 
   26  Lorraine Wilson 
    
 
 
 
 
 
    2 Glenn & Roberta Campbell 
  23 Parman & Lilly Reddy 
  27 Robert & Sally Favors  

   
 
 
 

 
 Born into Eternity 

 
        2 Sheldon Phillips  1990 
   6 Mabel Everett    1993 
   9 Viola Comstock  1987 
   9 Ruby Hunter  2009 
 12 Ralph Devine  2004 
 18 Marie Eileen Tapfer 1991 
 19 Reggie Bell  2000 
 29 Otho Smith  1993 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Claudia Parham, Clerk 
 
 

BISHOP'S COMMITTEE MEE'TING  HIGHLIGHTS 
October 10, 2017  

Meeting called to order by Fr. Jeff at 3pm with prayer. There was a 
quorum present.  
Reflections were shared by Tom. 
Minutes of The Previous month meeting-- Claudia Parham, clerk, 
presented the minutes of previous meeting to be reviewed by the 
committee.  A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve 
the minutes with one editorial correction.  
Reports: 

Treasurer—Sue Wohlford distributed the treasurer’s report for 
September.  After some discussion, a motion was made, 
seconded, and approved to accept the report as given. 

Charla Conner, Senior Warden, is still working on tracing checks 
that have been sent to the Church Pension Group and have 
not been credited to the proper account. 

Fr. Jeff distributed his monthly report.  Thanksgiving and 
Christmas services were discussed.  Booklets for study in 
Advent were looked over by the committee. 

Education—Fr. Jeff will be leading a Bible study with communion 
beginning Oct. 11.     

Daughters of The King—Charla said that 4-5 members will be 
attending a DOK retreat that will be held at the priory in Lacey 
Oct.13, 14, and 15.  

ECW— Will be having their annual bazaar in Nov.  The coats have 
been delivered to Larchmont School. Details were worked out 
for the neighborhood gathering to be held in the parish hall to 
discuss the ERC project. 

Men’s Social Group is still meeting at the usual place.  
Boy Scouts will be setting up the table for the neighborhood 

meeting  on Oct. 15. 
ERC—Charla and a few others will be passing out flyers to the 

closest neighbors after Bible study on Wed.   Charla passed 
out several drawing of what the ERC senior affordable housing 
project will look like. 

Old Business- A policy on dealing with the homeless was 
discussed.  The committee could not come to an agreement 
on the matter but decided to look at some possible signs to 
post on the church property.  Fr. Jeff will present some 
examples to the BC.  A proposal on setting up of a children’s 
area in the robing room was discussed.  Sue will look into the 
cost for items needed and Fr. Jeff will look at what changes 
need to be made to the room. 

New Business—The replacement of the paper towel dispensers 
and placing a bottled water dispenser in the church was also 
discussed.  The committee believed that both items would be 
beneficial.   Father Jeff and Lorraine Wilson met to discuss 
plans for the stewardship campaign  Three large print 
Common Book of Prayer have been ordered.  

Father closed the meeting with prayer at 4:40. 
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St. Cecelia’s Guild 

 
 On October 10, 2017 at 10:27, Vi Hilderbrand called the 
meeting to order.  Carol Mazzuca led us in the Lord’s Prayer, and 
Marie Evans gave a cute quip as 8 ladies gathered. 
 
 Gail Talbert read the minutes from the last meeting, and Liz 
Larson gave the Treasurer’s report.  They were both passed and 
approved. 
 
 The Annual Bazaar was discussed.  The set-up will be 
Friday, Nov. 10th, and the Bazaar will be Saturday, Nov 11th.  
Please bring your craft items and projects plus your baked goods to 
the Parish Hall. Please have them priced for sale, and labeled.  For 
example:  Pumpkin Bread, $3.00. 
 
 Vi has finished 20 Christmas socks for the Larchmont 
children.  Toys and puzzles must be small enough to fit inside the 
socks.   Vi showed an example of a puzzle that would just fit in the 
top.  The circumference of the top is 12 inches stretched.  A sample 
sock will be on the bulletin board soon. 
 
 Judy Barnett has withdrawn from writing for the Quilt and the 
Bulletin.  Carol Mazzuca will resume this ministry. 
 Thank you, Carol. 
 
 The meeting was closed at 11:25 am. 
 
Judy Barnett, Scribe 
 

 
 

United Thank Offering Month 
 

 The United Thank Offering is a program through which we 
can provide financial support to ministries on a national and global 
level through the National Church structure. 
 
 The familiar blue boxes and envelopes are available in the 
Narthex.  Please give generously. 
 
 If you are writing a check, please identify it as UTO 
Gathering 2017. 
 
 Thank you. 
 
Mel Miceli 
UTO Chairperson 
 

E C W 
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Annual 
Bazaar 

 
Wow, has the time flown by!! 

 
Only 2 weeks left to finish all the projects. 

For all the crafters, knitters, sewers & canners. 
Now is the time for the bakers to shine— 

Cookies, tarts (Dottie's mincemeat—mm good) 
Muffins, cakes, cupcakes, breads 

(I love that fabulous wine bread!) 
Pies, brownies— 

We can’t forget the candy makers. 
Fudge, divinity, brittles — 

(They make your mouth water!) 
Everything packaged, labeled and priced 

And delivered to the Parish Hall on November 10th. 
 

The doors open to the public at 10 am on Nov 11. 
We want them to see Our Light. 

WE SHINE EVERY YEAR. 
 

Let’s keep the tradition going. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions?   
Call Claudia Parham, Chairperson, 253 875-6496 
 
PS:  The kitchen will have a wonderful choice of 
soups.  (It keeps me coming back!) 
 
Judy Barnett 
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Men’s Social Group (MSG) 
  

 We meet at 10:00 am on the last Saturday each 
month for conversation and socializing over breakfast.  We 
will meet at The Homestead Restaurant, Please join us. 
  
 For information contact: 
  
Michael Barnett, Coordinator, (253) 535-2338 

Christmas Socks 
 
 The magic of Christmas morning! 
 
 The excitement of opening that Christmas Stocking.  What 
surprises come spilling out.  Games— puzzles—toys—I hear the 
ooohs and aaahs coming from the little ones.  How delightful! 
 
 And just think—we of All Saints’ are a part of that excitement 
as we gather toys for the children to fill those Christmas socks. 
 
 Small dolls, cars, games, puzzles, jump ropes, bubbles, 
combs, coloring books, crayons—just a few suggestions. 
 
 So as we are out shopping, let’s remember those stocking 
stuffers for our children at Larchmont. 
 
Judy Barnett 
St. Cecelia’s Guild 
 

 
 

God of the Autumn, help us to live 
with the grace of falling leaves 

the enthusiasm of the flaming Aspens 
with the serenity of the old trees,  

whose roots reach deep into the earth. 
God of the Autumn, help us to know 

that living and dying are one 
that life is precious, and beautiful, and limited. 

that nothing good is ever lost. 
God of the Autumn, help us to see 

in the ways of nature a way for ourselves. 
AMEN 

~Christine C. Robinson 



  All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
November 2017 

  Sunday             Monday            Tuesday          Wednesday         Thursday           Friday            Saturday 

                                                                 1                   2                    3                    4                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                            10:30 AM                                                               10:00 AM                                                                                         
                                                                             Bible Study                                                           DOK Diocesan 
                                                                12:00 Noon                                                        Board Meeting    
                                                                              Rite One                                 
                                                                              6:30 PM                                      
.                                                                             Boy Scouts     
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 5                  6                    7                   8                      9                    10                 11                   
The 22nd          10:00 AM                                    10:30 AM                                                                                       
Sunday after     Daughters of                               Bible Study                                  Bazaar              10:00 AM    
Pentecost          the King                                     12:00 Noon                                   Set-up               Annual 
                                                                             Rite One                                                                Bazaar 
                                                                                     
                                                                             6:30 PM 
                                                                             Boy Scouts 
                                                                                     
12                  13                  14                 15                 16                 17                  18                   
The 23rd                                     10:30 AM          10:30 AM                                    1:00 PM                                                         
Sunday after                                ECW                 Bible Study                                 Women’s 
Pentecost                                                             12:00 Noon                                  Lunch             
                                                   3:00 PM             Rite One                                                                                                                             
                                                   Bishop’s                                                                                                                            
                                                   Committee         6:30 PM 
                                                                              Boy Scouts 
19                  20                  21                  22                23                 24                  25                   
The 24th                                                                10:30 AM          Thanksgiving                            10:00 AM                     
Sunday after                                                          Bible Study       Day                                            Men’s Social 
Pentecost                                                              12:00 Noon                                                          Group                    
                                                                              Thanksgiving                                                                                                       
The Quilt                                                                Eve Eucharist                                          
 Deadline                                                               6:30 PM                                                        
                                                                              Boy Scouts 
                                                                                        
26                  27                  28                 29                  30                31                                                                    
The Last                                                                10:30 AM                                                                                                                                                                             
Sunday after                                                          Bible Study                                 
Pentecost                                                              12:00 Noon                                                              
                                                       Rite One                                                                          
                                                                               
                                                                               6:30 PM   
                                                                              Boy Scouts 
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