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Christmas -- “The Transformation of the Ordinary” 
 

Christmas reminds us that God does not limit himself to 
mountaintop experiences, to the smooth and untroubled conditions 
of life. But God goes with us as we make our ways to our 
Bethlehem. That God is with us in our joy and sorrow, in the warm 
sunshine and in the biting cold of our spiritual winters. God is God 
with us, Immanuel. And when we don’t expect it, often in the 
ordinary, God makes his presence known. And when he does, he 
transforms cow stalls into cathedrals and feeding troughs into 
thrones. 
 
Martha was heartbroken. Due to an unexpected blizzard, the 
airports were closed throughout the Midwest. Her daughter in New 
York, the one for whom she had baked the turkey, and the pies, 
and all the rest for Christmas Dinner, would not be home for 
Christmas. 
 
When her friend Alice called to see if she had heard any news, 
Martha told her the sad story, barely able to hold back her tears. 
“Jill may not get here for two or three days,” she says. “What was 
to be our very best Christmas is on the way to being our very 
worst,” said Martha, with some bitterness in her voice. “I’m very 
sorry that the storm will keep her away from home,” said Alice, “but 
maybe this bad news can come to some good.” 
 
“How?” asked Martha. 
 
“I’ve just found out that we have nobody to work at the homeless 
shelter tonight. George always does it, every Christmas, but 
George is in bed with the flu. There’s just no one else. Everyone 
else is with--well, family. Is there anyway that you might help?” 
asked Alice. 
 
Martha felt some resentment that Alice would be so cold as to 
move so quickly from sharing her disappointment, to asking her to 
do this job.  
But what did she have to lose? 
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She said yes. In an hour, she was down at the homeless Shelter, 
serving soup, opening out cots. Normally, she had helped at the 
shelter during the day, on Thursday mornings. This was her first time 
at night, and Christmas Eve, of all nights. 
 
She thought of her daughter and her disappointment at how Christmas 
was turning out for her. The Shelter was not too crowded that night; 
some of the regulars had managed to find a place to go. But there was 
plenty to do, being sure that the dozen or so men who had gathered to 
be fed, folding out the cots, explaining the rules again. 
 
About ten or eleven that night, a couple appeared at the door, a man 
and a woman no one had seen before. They explained that they were 
on their way to Des Moines, when their car broke down. For a couple 
of nights they had stayed at a cheap hotel. Then their money was 
gone and the car was still not fixed. They had nowhere to go. Could 
they stay here? 
 
“Of course,” said Martha as she welcomed them in. They were cold, 
tired, and pitiful looking as they slurped the soup she served them. 
She talked with them. They told her about their car. She told them 
about the blizzard and her disappointment that her daughter could not 
be with her. The couple said they also had a daughter, living 
somewhere they weren’t sure where. They each consoled one 
another. Martha found a box of cookies on one of the shelves. They 
opened them, passed them around the room, and there was an 
amazing degree of cheer, considering the place, the night, the 
circumstances. 
 
Then it occurred to her. Here. Christmas Eve. A shelter for the 
homeless. Cold night. The couple before her could have been on their 
way to Bethlehem, as easily as they were on their way to Des Moines. 
Here, before her, thought Martha, were Mary and Joseph. 
 
When all were asleep, about midnight, before she lay down on her cot 
by the kitchen counter to try and sleep, Martha looked out the window 
of the Center. It was night, but a bright moon was shining. The city 
was quiet, very quiet. And Martha found herself at peace. Despite 
everything, this Christmas Eve had not been a waste. God had been 
here. 
 
Before slipping off to sleep, Martha heard herself say, “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors.” 
 
Merry Christmas,  
Father Jeff 
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2017 BUDGET BOX 
  
  October YTD YTD 2017 
 INCOME 2017 Actual Budget Budget 
  
 Pledge Payments 5,671.00 60,395.75 63,635.83 76,363.00
       
 Non-Pledge Payments 1,078.00 9,436.00 3,000.00 3,600.00 
       
 Plate Offerings 11.00 480.00 1,150.00 1,500.00 
     
 All Other   325.70 3,737.92 2,458.33 2,950.00 
        Total Income 7,085.70 73,997.17 70,344.17 84,413.00
  
 EXPENSES 
 
 Salaries, Benefits, Taxes 3265.73 33,567.47 44,833.33 53,800.00 
      
 Utilities, Office 183.06 10,257.72 8,448.33 10,138.00 
      
 Property Ins. & Maintenance — 4,847.86 4,291.67 5,150.00 
      
 Work Outside Congregation 857.26 11,663.22 11,041.67 13,250.00 
      
 All Other       103.05 602.20 1,729.17 2,075.00 
 
 Total Expenses 4,409.10 60,938.47 70,344.17  84,413.00 
 

 
 

 Mittens in the Manger 
 

 It has been our tradition for some years to collect mittens and 
scarves and place them in the manger next to the Nativity 
set.  These articles of clothing are dedicated at the close of the 
Christmas Eve Service and then distributed the those who would 
most benefit from them. Over the years, many organizations have 
been recipients of this simple outreach ministry, finding their way 
onto the hands of Christ who lives beyond our Church walls.  Thank 
you for your participation. 

 

 

 
Cleaning Angels 

 
We will be cleaning our church home on Monday, December 18th, at 
10:00am.  Everyone is invited to help get our church cleaned for 
Christmas. 
 
Jo Ann Stewart, 253-0474-5728 
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  15  Larry and Gail Talbert 

Born into Eternity 
 

    3 Violet Hanson   1988 
   5 Marie Wilson   1991 
   7 Margaret Rae   2002 
   6 Bud Parham   2014  
             

    8 Carol Mazzuca 
  11 Melvina Miceli 
  11 Marie Evans 
  16 Parmanand Reddy 
  20 Audrey Roley 
  21 Claudia Parham 
  23 Roberta Campbell 

Bible Study 
And Midweek Eucharist  

 
 The Bible Study group meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM.  
We will take a break during Christmas week. 
  
 During the Season of Advent our Wednesday Bible Study will 
be looking at the Advent/Christmas stories in the Gospels.  
 
 At Noon we join at the chapel altar in the sanctuary to 
celebrate Holy Communion Rite One. 
 
 Join us for this spiritual refreshment. 
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Father Jeff closed the 
meeting with prayer at 
5:15 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Claudia Parham, Clerk 

Bishop’s Committee Meeting Minutes 
November 14, 2017  

Meeting called to order by Fr. Jeff at 3pm with prayer. There was a quorum 
present.  
Reflections were shared by Tom, after which Fr. Jeff lead us in prayer. 
Minutes of The Previous month meeting-- Claudia Parham, clerk, presented 
the minutes of previous meeting to be reviewed by the committee.  A motion 
was made, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes as presented.  
Reports: 

Treasurer—Sue Wohlford   distributed treasurer’s report for October.  After 
some discussion, a motion was made, seconded, and approved to 
accept the report as given. 

Charla Conner, Senior Warden, stated that the check which had been sent 
to the Pension Group has been found and credited to the proper 
account.  The copier has been repaired.  The churches in the Diocese 
have been invited to help financially towards the renovation of the 
cathedral.  After some discussion, it was decided to think about the 
matter. 

Fr. Jeff distributed his monthly report. The Mutual Ministry Agreement 
outlines the Responsibilities between Father Jeff and the BC, and 
Church. This will be further discussed at the December BC meeting.    

Education—Fr. Jeff shared Wednesday Bible Study update.  The topic for 
the Bible Study during Advent will be the gospel Christmas stories.   

Daughters of The King— Will soon be holding a study for those who are 
interested in becoming a Daughter of The King. 

ECW—Had a very successful Bazaar.  Our next project will be filling 
Christmas Socks for a few students at Larchmont.  We need small toys 
that will fit in the socks.  The socks will be delivered on Dec. 10. 

Fellowship—Will be holding a Christmas Carol sing-along with 
refreshments on Dec. 17 after the ten thirty service. 

Men’s Social Group will be meeting at the Black Bear just off 512 and 
South Tacoma Way. 

Boy Scouts – Will soon be hosting a family night.  
ERC— Papers have been submitted to the City Planners and County 

Planners for the permits to continue with the housing project. 
Old Business – 1) The signs for Church Property are still in process.  One 

of the sign should say “Do not leave personal items on property”.  2) 
The setting up of a children’s area and the disruption it would cause to 
the vesting room and the cost was discussed.  The BC is in favor of a 
children’s area but when to set it up was not decided.  Ongoing. 3) The 
replacement of the existing paper towel dispensers in the bathrooms 
and the cost of paper towels was discussed and it was decided to stay 
with the dispensers we presently have.  And 4) Father has replaced the 
water fountain in the Narthex with a bottled water dispenser.  We will 
also need to remove the old fixture.   

New Business:-- 1) Remuneration for Church Pianist was discussed.  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to pay the pianist $150 a 
month with two weeks vacation and two weeks sick leave.  The pianist 
will serve as an independent contractor responsible for their own social 
security.  The support for this comes from the fact that this had been 
suggested by Fr. Bob when Carol came on and there is money in the 
budget.  2) The need for handicap accessibility in the ladies’ bathroom 
was discussed.  After some discussion, it was decided that a unisex 
sign would be placed on the men’s room and some remodeling to 
accommodate the handicapped would be done in the women’s room. 
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 The Daughters of the King will hold their business meeting 
and Holiday Brunch at at 10:00 AM on Monday, December 4th,    
at the home of Bette Marzola,  
  13223 50th Avenue E,  
  Tacoma WA 98466. 
 
 
 

Men’s Social Group Breakfast 
 

 All men of the church are invited to join us for a social 
breakfast on the last Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM. 
We meet at the Black Bear Diner on South Tacoma Way and the 
512 Highway. 

E C W 

St.  Cecelia’s Guild 
 

 Congratulations to the ECW for another great Bazaar. 
 
 Thank you to Claudia Parham for chairing this event, and to 
all of her helpers who made it such a success.  
 
 A special thank you to all who visited and left with 
wonderful purchases to take home and enjoy or give as gifts. 
 
 We also thank the Boy Scouts for helping us  to set up. 
 
 We hope you all had a good lunch and look forward to 
joining us again next year. 
 
Carol Mazzuca 
 
 
 

Change of Deadline 
 
 Our new deadline for collecting toys for our Christmas 
Socks for Larchmont School is December 7th.  We especially need 
toys for boys. 
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Some Customs of the Advent Season 
Resources for Telling the Christmas Story 

 
The Advent Wreath 
 
The Advent Wreath is made up of evergreen branches bent and bound 
together in a circle, which symbolize life without end. The evergreen 
symbolizes the everlasting life God offers us in Christ. The circle of 
evergreens is combined with four candles that are lit progressively on 
each Sunday of Advent. The candles are the liturgical colors of the 
season—purple or deep blue, with one candle, the third, which is usually 
rose, symbolizing Joy. The significance of the four candles lies in the 
progressive illumination—light out of darkness. Lighting the candles 
helps us to remember the one who said, “I am the light of the world.” 
Each candle reminds us of some aspect of Advent – hope, peace, joy, 
and love. Sometimes each candle symbolizes a being from the 
Christmas story (prophets, angels, shepherds, Magi). Lighting the 
Advent Wreath each Sunday is a good family act and helps each 
member to share in the preparation for Christmas. In the church it is a 
reminder of God’s saving history. The Candle of Hope symbolizes the 
hope of Israel for the Messiah and the Christian hope for the coming 
again of Christ in final victory. The Candle of Peace reminds us of the 
peace that Christ gives, a peace that the world cannot give or take 
away. The Candle of Joy symbolizes our joy at the coming of Christ. 
The Candle of Love symbolizes God’s love for the world in giving his 
only Son to be the Saviour of the world. On Christmas eve or Christmas 
day the center candle, which is usually white and larger, is lit 
symbolizing that Christ has come – the fulfillment of our hope, peace, 
joy and love. 
 
 
The Chrismon Tree 
 
Many churches erect and decorate a Chrismon tree in early Advent. 
“Chrismon” is a combination of two words, CHRISt and MONogram. 
Originally the symbols used were the various names and titles given to 
Christ in the Gospels. Now many other biblical symbols that have 
meaning for the faith of the Church are used. Chrismons use only the 
colors white and gold. White is the liturgical color for Christmas and 
refers to Christ’s purity and perfection. Gold refers to the majesty and 
glory of Christ. Many churches add strings of tiny white lights to remind 
us that Christ is the “light of the world.”  
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 More Customs of the Advent Season 
Resources for Telling the Christmas Story 

 

The Hanging of the Green 
 
Hanging greenery in the middle of winter reminds us of life in the 
midst of the deadness of winter. Evergreens are a sign of the ever-
lasting life of Christ and the hope of eternal life for his  
followers.  Mistletoe, holly and ivy are often favoured since they, 
unlike most plants, bear their fruit in winter. Holly became a symbol 
of Jesus’ passion, with its prickly leaves representing the crown of 
thorns; the berries representing the blood shed for us; and the bitter 
bark the drink Jesus was offered on the cross. Ivy was seen as a 
symbol of human weakness holding on to the strength that God 
gives. Often cedar, as well as other greens—pine, fir, spruce, juni-
per, and rosemary—are used because of their fragrance as well as 
their symbolism of our expectation and hope of the coming Christ. 
The evergreens reflect God’s never failing love for us. 
 
Poinsettia 
 
In many churches brilliant red poinsettias can be found in the sanc-
tuary. This plant blooms at Christmas in Mexico, where it is known 
as the “flower of the Holy Night.” A legend behind the use of the 
poinsettia is the story about a small Mexican boy who had no gift to 
bring to the Christ child’s manger bed in the village church. As he 
trudged toward the church, scuffing his feet in the dust of the road, 
he decided that he could at least offer Christ the branches from a 
bush that grew along the road. Quickly, he stripped off some of the 
branches and made his way to the church, where he reverently 
placed the green leaves at the manger. As he knelt there, the other 
children laughed and mocked his offering. Rising tearfully, he 
looked once more at the branches only to find that a brilliant red 
star-shaped flower now topped each branch.  Today, even without 
the legend, Christians see in the flaming star of the poinsettia’s red 
branches the star of Bethlehem. 

 

 

 



  All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
December 2017 

  Sunday             Monday            Tuesday          Wednesday         Thursday           Friday            Saturday 

                                                                                                     1                   2                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
  3                   4                   5                    6                   7                    8                      9                                                     
The First            10:00 AM                                    10:30 AM                                                                 
Sunday of          Daughters                                   Bible Study                                                                                                                                                                         
Advent   of the King   12:00 Noon                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                  Rite One                                
                                                                                                   
                                                                               6:30 PM                                                                             
                                                                               Boy Scouts                                                                
                                                                                          
10                 11                  12                  13     14   15                 16                                    
The Second                      10:30 AM           10:30 AM                                                                 
Sunday of             St. Cecelia’s      Bible Study                                                            
Advent                                                        12:00 Noon                                                                             
                                                    3:00 PM             Rite One                                                   
                                                    Bishop’s                             
                                                    Committee         6:30 PM                          
                                                                              Boy Scouts            
 
17                 18                  19                  20                  21                  22                  23                                   
The Third                                     10:00 AM          10:30 AM           1:00 PM                                                                                                                                                                   
Sunday of                                     Cleaning           Bible Study        Women’s 
Advent                                           Angels             12:00 Noon        Red Rose                                           
                                                                              Rite One             Lunch 
                                                                                                                                         
Quilt Deadline         6:30 PM 
                                                                              Boy Scouts 
                                                                                                                                                                                         
24                  25                  26                 27                  28                  29                 30                                                                                     
9:30 AM             Christmas                                               10:00 AM 
Christmas Eve  Day                                                                                         Men’s Group                                                                                                                                       
Eucharist                                                                                                                                           Breakfast                                                                
31                                    Black Bear 
The First                                                                                                                      Diner 
Sunday after                                                                                                                                        
Christmas Day                                                                                                                



       The Quilt is published monthly by All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 
           205 East 96

th
 Street, Tacoma WA 98445 

Items for publication must be placed in the Quilt box in the Narthex, or e-mailed to 
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      Telephone (253) 537-2970 

      Normal Sunday Service Schedule 
 

  8:00 am      Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:30 am    Holy Eucharist Rite II 

   Family Service 
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