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  Who are 

 Father Jeff and Connie Sharp? 
 
Jeff served as a career missionary 
for 21 years with two missionary   
organizations and has been in-
volved in Chinese church ministry 
for almost thirty years. He and his 
wife Connie served as missionaries 
to Hong Kong for 17 years. Jeff also 

served as a Global Consultant in Theological Education and Leader-
ship Development with the American Baptist Churches for four years 
serving in Asia and Eastern Europe. In Hong Kong the Sharps were 
involved in local church ministry, leadership and congregational 
training, and teachers in the Seminary and University. Jeff has 
served as Senior Pastor of two Chinese churches (one in San Fran-
cisco and the other in Vancouver, British Columbia). Jeff has a 
Ph.D. in New Testament and Connie has a Ph.D. in Counseling Psy-
chology and serves as a state licensed Psychologist at Rainier 
School in Buckley. Jeff and Connie have two adult children and four 
granddaughters. They live in Lakewood and love the Pacific North-
west.  
 
Jeff had been drawn to the Anglican church for decades and in 2010 
began his official move into the Episcopal church. Connie and Jeff 
became members of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Tacoma and 
served in many functions. They were confirmed in the Episcopal 
Church in April of 2012. St. Andrew’s was the church that supported 
Jeff’s call to priestly ministry and in December 2014 he was or-
dained a transitional deacon and in June 2015 was ordained a 
priest. He has served as the Rector of the Church of the Resurrec-
tion in Bellevue and Vicar of The Church of the Holy Apostles, the 
Diocese’s only Chinese Congregation, also in Bellevue.  
 
In their spare time they enjoy exploring the Pacific Northwest, read-
ing, going to the gym, and playing with their granddaughters. They 
have been married 48 years. 
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A Pastoral Thought   from Father Jeff 
  The Methodist preacher, James Moore in his book titled Standing on the Promises 
or Sitting on the Premises? tells a wonderful story about Bennett Cerf a respected publisher 
and author for Random House, a major book publisher a few years ago. Because of his keen 
intellect and warm sense of humor, Cerf was often featured as a panelist on numerous televi-
sion and radio programs. Some of you will remember seeing him on those early popular TV 
shows like What’s My Line? and I’ve Got a Secret. One evening Cerf appeared on an NBC 
radio program called Conversation. The panelists on this particular show were asked to spend 
the entire thirty-minute program that night discussing just one question: “What Are You Most 
Afraid Of?” The panelists went at it, dialoguing and debating that topic for more than twenty 
minutes. They talked about a wide range of fears, but finally they decided on the one thing 
they were most afraid of: “annihilation by the nuclear bomb.” 
 
 After the panelists had reached that consensus, the moderator, Clifton Fadiman, 
noticed that Bennett Cerf had been unusually quiet throughout the vigorous discussion. In fact, 
he hadn’t said a word. When prodded, Cerf replied in a humble voice that he had hesitated to 
answer the question truthfully because he was afraid that his concern would seem so trivial 
beside the vast issues that others had introduced. But he went on to say that since the point of 
the program was to share what you really thought, he might as well admit that what he feared 
most was “not being loved.” (Nashville: Dimensions for Living, 1995), pp. 15-16). 
 That is the great fear that haunts all people, isn’t it? We want to be loved. We want 
to be recognized. We want others to think well of us. We have a need to belong. What a great 
opportunity we have in the church of Jesus Christ to create a community of love where people 
can truly find their place in the world. “They will know we are Christians by our love” says a 
song we often sing. Not our doctrinal purity, not our well-programmed church activities; not our 
great preaching or liturgy or teaching or singing; all of which are important, but the most impor-
tant indication of our discipleship is love, Christ-like love. 
 For that first community of believers (Acts 2 and 4), love wasn’t just something they 
talked about, it was lived out and expressed in concrete, even sacrificial ways. There were 
family. They were a church that welcomed the less-than-perfect. They cared for one another. 
Property was sold to have money to do ministry and help those who needed help. They shared 
their food and their time. They lived out their faith and love in ways that the people around 
them, even those not connected to the church, saw and what they saw drew them to Christ 
and into the fellowship of the church. 
 
 What about us? What are some of the concrete expressions of our love in this 
church? In our lives? In your life? Is All Saints the kind of church Jesus came to create? Is our 
church the kind of community that draws people in?  
 That is up to us. In our transient society there are people all around our church who 
are new to the area, who are trying to find their way in a strange place, who need to know that 
they are valued and loved. It is my prayer that the All Saints will be known as a place where 
people are loved and valued, sought out and cared for. Because if we aren’t, we are irrelevant 
and should just close up shop. 
 But if we are willing to move beyond our comfort zones, to embrace the stranger and 
those who are around us, we might just be able to be the church in the place that God has 
planted us.  
The church is not a bad place to be--especially when a church is patterned after that first com-
munity of believers, when a church seeks to be faithful to the church Jesus came to create --
when it is alive, serving human needs, reaching out to people, going out to people---when it is 
filled with love--and when there is a living faith in the power of the resurrected Christ. Are we 
that kind of church? What do you say? What do others say? What would Jesus say? 



Page 3 

  
No Budget Report this Month 

 
   Our treasurer, Sue Wohlford has been enjoying some well-
deserved time off.  Watch this space next month for the updated 
budget report 
 
 
 

Our Little Red Beetles 
 

 Has anyone noticed?  Our spring and summer residents have   
arrived.  They are colorful, bright, very quiet, and cause no harm. 
They arrived about forty or more years ago and have stayed.  We were 
chosen by them.  These wee little creatures, always in their best cheerful 
coats, chose us. 
 It was a very warm day.  The side door was open.   A breeze was 
welcomed by those serving at the altar.  The organ called; we made a joyful 
noise.  The flowers were arrayed in celebration.  And they came. 
The dictionary has four names for them, five if you read Latin.  They are:  
lady beetle, bird of Our Lady, Lady bird, or as most of us know them—lady 
bugs. (Latin: Coccinellidae)-- Any of a family of small, often brightly colored 
beetles of temperate and tropical regions, feeding upon insects and their 
eggs.  They are of great value to man in destroying plant lice (aphids) and 
scale insects. 
 I’m hoping that with warmer weather we will see more of our wee 
co-worshipers.  I’ve seen a few this year,  but not as many as a few years 
ago.  They prefer the windows and the Epistle side of the church.  They flit 
about, landing on a bulletin, hymnal, prayer book, and pews—occasionally 
a person.  They make me smile, bringing joy with their bright red coats.  
Folk lore says they are “good luck,” so don’t squish them.  Just gently put 
them on a pew or gently blow and they will fly away.  Remember they were 
created by Our God—let us enjoy them. 
 Personally I like them.  I liked and delighted in them when they first 
arrived.  They bring a joy to my heart, peace to my mind when I spy one.  
There is just something about a wee little red beetle, called a Lady bug, 
that lifts my spirits.  I have hope, I feel calmed;  and these quiet little ones 
remind me to – “Be still and know that I am your God.”  I bow my head and 
pray. 
 
Judy Barnett 

 
 

WINE IN-GATHERING SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 

A Wine In-gathering has been scheduled for Sunday, June 18, 2017, 
at both services. The brand that we use is “Fairbanks Port.”  If you 
forget to bring wine on June 18, we will be happy to take it the next 
Sunday.  Thank you. 

Altar Guild 
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   7 Sara Hockman-Pryor  
 10 Lilly Reddy 
 17 Judy Shepard 
 23 Lorraine Hobert 
 25 Sybil Goman 
 26 Mac Stewart 

Born into Eternity 
 

        1 Lawrence Wilson 1992 
   4 Joseph Stevenson 2001 
   4 Gail Pederson  2007 
 18 Leslie Roley  2007 
 21  Anson Hemenway 2013 
 23 Janet Burt   1985 
 24 Margaret Hall  2001 
 27 Herman (Vic) Hall 2005       

 21 Tim and Liz Larson 
 24 Bill and Judy Shepard 

Office Hours for Father Jeff 
 

   Father Jeff will be in the office 9-12 Tuesdays, 
or by appointment.  You may reach him on his 
mobile phone 253 343-0344 or by email at: 
hkbtsharp@msn.com. 



  All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
June  2017 

  Sunday             Monday            Tuesday          Wednesday         Thursday           Friday            Saturday 

     1      2                   3                                                                                               
                                                                                                                
          Altar Guild 
                                            Lucille Locke                                                                       
   
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                      

 4                   5                    6                   7                    8                      9                    10                                   
The Day of           10:00 AM                                                                                                                Altar Guild 
Pentecost             Daughters                                                                                                               Liz Larsoin                                                                                                       
                             of the King                 
                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                
                                                                               6:30 PM                                       
                                                                               Boy Scouts                                  
                                                      
11                  12                  13     14   15                 16                  17                                    
Trinity                                           10:30 AM                                                                                        Altar Guild 
Sunday                                         St Cecelia’s                                                                                     Lucille L 
                                                     Guild                                                                                                Liz L 
                                                        
9:00 AM                                                                  6:30 PM                                         
Bishop’s                                                                  Boy Scouts                                  
Committee                                                             
 
18                  19                  20                  21                  22                  23                  24                   
The Second                                  10:00 AM                                                                                                                                                                         
Sunday after                                 Cleaning                                                                              
Pentecost                                      Angels                                                                                            
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                6:30 PM                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                Boy Scouts                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                  
25                  26                  27                   28                  29                 30                31  10:00 AM       
The Third                                                                                               Men’s Social 
Sunday after                                                                  Breakfast 
Pentecost                                                                                                                                             Homestead 
                                                                                                                                                             Restaurant 
                                                                                6:30 PM                                      
                                                                                Boy Scouts                                 

 
Chaplain Beth Echols  

 
Will celebrate with us on 

 
Sunday, June 11th, 2017 
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