
 
Excerpt from the Welcome document to the TENS (The Episcopal Network for 

Stewardship) for the 2013 Stewardship Campaign, by Laurel Johnston: 

Scripture tells us that God first placed human beings in a garden to practice stewardship: 

cultivating, tending, toiling and caring for God’s garden (Genesis 2:15). From the opening 
verses of Genesis, God blesses and calls all of creation to be fruitful and flourish. As God’s 
stewards, it is our highest privilege to use the gifts that have been entrusted to us—
relationships and resources—to ensure that the entire created order reaches its potential of 
life abundant. 

Hildegard of Bingen, a mystic, theologian and Benedictine nun, named the vitality and 

vigor of God viriditas, which means the green energy of great love pulsing through the entire 
universe. Wherever Hildegard looked she saw a green force animating every creature and 
plant with verdant divine love. Over and over in her writings she chose viriditas to express 
God’s goodness, mercy and love charging the whole world with life, beauty and renewal. She 
understood the tree to be a sign of God’s ongoing fellowship with humanity. The patriarchs 
and prophets who predicted Christ were “the roots” of the divine tree, from which sprouted 
the most delicate bud, God’s Son Jesus Christ. From Jesus grew the fruits of the twelve 
virtues: charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, 
modesty, self-control and chastity. 

How do we find a ground for faith in this God of vitality and vigor? How do you flourish 

in faith in a culture that tells us not only that there is not enough, but so often, that you are 
not enough? Flourish can be defined as a bold or extravagant gesture or action, made 
especially to attract the attention of others. What is it that you can do to boldly trust in God? 
The annual giving campaign is an opportunity for us to flourish in our faith. When we are 
intentional and faithful in our giving, we boldly tell the world that we want to grow in 
putting our trust in God. We trust, like Hildegard, in the green force pulsing through the 
universe. We trust, like Jesus, in God’s desire for life abundant. 
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As the All Saints Stewardship Committee Chair, I would invite you to join our committee 

as we begin to plan for the 2013 Stewardship Campaign.  I know that many of us really 

dislike being asked for money, and even more do we dislike asking others.  I share those 

feelings, they have not been magically (or even divinely) whisked away in my work on 

the Stewardship Committee.  It is important to think about the Stewardship campaign and 

the work of the committee more positively: 

 It is good for all of us to fulfill God’s expectations of us as generous people and 
stewards of his creation, and the Stewardship Committee assists each of us in that. 

 As members of the Stewardship Committee we only ask that people prayerfully 

consider an appropriate amount to give each year (we would never say that a 

contribution is not enough). 

 We understand (and share) the normal human hangups about money, and try not 
to aggravate or prey on them. 

 The annual campaign is necessary to our life together in the worship of God. 

I need your help.  Our Stewardship Committee is not very big, and several of the people 

who served on it or helped in its work are in different places in their lives this fall.  Sheila 

Miller is focused on her health, Barbara Barnett is doing excellent work as our new 

Treasurer, and Sally Favors has moved, for instance.  I would like to thank them, and 

everyone else who has assisted with the work, and wish them the best.   

Let me describe some of the tasks that we do, so that you can see yourself working with 

us (it is usually easier to see oneself doing a small task than a big endeavor: 

 The pledge cards need to be printed 

 Envelopes and stamps need to be acquired 

 Notices need to be drafted for the church bulletins and The Quilt 

 Mailing labels need to be acquired 

 A Stewardship Committee letter needs to be drafted 

 At the end of the campaign, follow-up telephone calls need to be made to those 
who have not had a chance to send in their pledge 

We have few meetings (often only one), and we work closely with Father Bob. 

I would encourage you to not only think about what you can bring to the tasks we 

routinely do, but what suggestions can you add to strengthen our campaign. 

We will start our planning in October, the campaign will run in November and by early 

December we will be finished.  If you can help us, please call me at (253) 573-0196 or e-

mail me at lorrainejd@aol.com. 

Lorraine Wilson 

Volunteer to Help All Saints Flourish in the Faith! 

 


